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tord. Iwillncucrmiftruftmywife againc, till thou 
art able to woo her in good Englifh. 

Fat. Hauc I laid my braine in the Sun, and dri’de it, 
that it wants matter to preuent fo grofl'c ore-reaching as 
this ? Am I ridden with a Welch Goatc too;* Shal I haue 
aCoxcombeof Frize? Tistimel wcrechoak’d with a 
peece of toafted Cheefc. 

Eh. Seefe is not good to giue putter; your belly is al 
putter. 

FaL Seefe, and Putter? Haue I liu’d to ftand at the 
taunt of one that makes Fritters of EnglifH ? This ise- 
nough to be the decay of luft and late-walking through 
thcKcalme. 

Aft/l.Page. Why Sir Iokn, do you thinke though wee 
would haue thruft vertueoutof our hearts by the head 
and fhoulders, and haue giuen our felues without i'cru* 
pie to hell, that cucr the deuill could haue made you our 
delight ? 

Ford What,a hodge-pudding ? A bag of flax ? 
Altfi.Tage, Apuftman? 

Page. Old, cold, wither’d, and of intolerable en- 
trailcs ? 

Ford. And one that is as flandcrous as Sathan ? 

Page. And as poore as lob ? 

Ford, And as wicked as his wife? 

Euan. And giuen to Fornications, and to Tauernes, 
andSacke,and Wine, and Metheglins, and to drinkings 
and fwearings, and (tarings ? Pribles and prables ? 

FaI. Well, I am your Theame: you haue the ftart of 
me, 1 am deie&ed : I am not able to anl'wcr the Welch 
Flannell, Ignorance it fclfc is a plummet ore me, vfe me 
as you will. 

Ford. Marry Sir, wec’l bring you to Windfortoone 
M r Broome, that you haue cozon’d of money, to whom 
you fliould haue bin a Pander: ouer and aboue that you 
haue fuffer’d, I thinke, to repay that money will be a bi¬ 
ting affliction. 

Page. Yet be chccrefull Knight: thou (halt eat a pof- 
fet to night at my houfc, wher I will defire thee co laugh 
at my wife, that now laughesat thee: Tell her M 1 Slen- 
der hath matried her daughter. 

‘Msfi.Pdge. DoCtors doubt that; 

If Avne Page be my daughter, (he is (by this) DoCtour 
Cam i wife. 

Slat. Whoa hoe, hoe. Father 'Page. 

Page. Sonne? How now ?How now Sonne, 

Haue you difpatch’d ? 

Slen. Difpatch’d? lie make thcbeftin’Glofterfhire 
knowon’t: would I were hang’d la,elfe. 

Page. Of what fonne ? 

Sica. I came yonder at Eaton to marry Miflris Anne 
Page , and (he’s a great lubberly boy. If it had not bene 
i’th Church, Iwouldhauefwyigahim, orheefhould 
haue Twing’d me. If I did not thinke it had beene Anne 
Page-vto uld I might ncuer ltirre,and ’tis a Poft-mafters 
Boy. i...t • 
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->am cozened 

F.Page. Why? did you take her in white ? 

} bcc 8 ar » and tis a boy: be gar, lie raif ea | 


.y p 0 3ffy . life rooke thew^T'"' 

T. S t o ®flri C you te «? ne that ? I think fo wt. 
I tooke a Bj*<*Girle: Iflhad bene married £8? 

Whti ” ra \E^. p “ r ' 101 wo “ Wn °' 5 

Page. Why this is youTowne folly. 

Did not I teli you how you ftiould know m v d ailB . 

By her garments ? 7 

Sten. I went to her in greene, and cried Mum 
(he ende budget, as tAnne and I had appointed 
it was not a/-f*»e,but a Poft-mafters boy. ’ ' et 

Mitt,Page. Good George be not angry, I knew, 
your purpofe: turn’d my daughter into white Z ° 
deede (he is now with the Dodor at the Deanrie '"j 
there married. c * an d 

Cai Vet is Miftris Page : by gar I amcozoned, U, 
married oon Garfoon,a boy; oon pefanc,by car A 
it is not AnPage ,by gar,I am cozened. 78 * Abo fc 
CM.Paf- V\7U.,-hJu-1. . . .. 

Car 

Windfor. 

Ford. This is ftrange: Who hath got the right Am 
Page. My heart mifgiues me,hcie comes M r Fentn 
How now M r Fenton ? 

Anne. Pardon good fatherhood my mother pardon 
Page. Now Miftris: P " 

How chance you went not with Slender ? 

Z’ P T' \ Vhy WCnt - you 001 w * th M r Doftor, ma'-d* 
Fen. Y ou do amaze her: hearc the truth of it 
You would haue married her mod (hamefully * 
Where there was no proportion held in loue;* 

The truth is, (he and i (long fincc contracted) 

Arc now fo furethat norhing can diflolue vs: 

Tn offence is holy, that (he hath committed, 

And this deceit loofcs the name of craft. 

Of difobedience, or vnduteous title, 

Since therein (he doth cuitate and fhun 
A thoufand irreligious curfed hourcs 
Which forced marriage would haue brought vponher, 
Ford. Stand not amaz’d, here is no remedic: 

In Loue, the heauens thcmfclues do guide the ftate 
Money buyes Lands,and wiues are fold by fate. ’ 

Fal. I am glad, though you haue tanc a fpccial ftand 
to ftrike at me, that your Arrow hath glanc’d. 

Page. Well, what remedy ? Fenton, heauengiuethte 
ioy.what cannot bee(chew’d,muft be embrac’d. 

Fal. When night-dogges run, all forts of Deere are 
chac’d. 

Mtfl.Page. Well, I will mufe no further: Ml Fentt*, 
Heaucn giue you many, many merry dayes: 

Good husband, let vs euery one go home, 

And laugh this (port ore by aCounsriefirc, 
Sir/odwandall. 

Ford. Let it be fo (Sir Ithn:) 

To Mafter Broome, you yet (hall hold your word, 

For he, to night, (hall lye with Miftris horde Sxm*, 
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ltd Put primus. Scenes prime. 





EnttY Dnke, Efcalut , Lords . 

Dnke. 

\ScaIm. 

Efc. My Lord. (fold, 

£)«(; OfGouernmentjthe properties to vn- 
r Would feeme in me t’affeCf lpccch & difeourfe, 
Since I am put to know.thar your owne Science 
Excccdes (in that) the lifts of alladuice 
Myftrength can giue you : Then no more remaines 
But that, to your fufficiency,as your worth is able, 

And let them worke •• The nature of our People, 

Our Cities Infiitntions, and the Tcime* 

For Common luff ice.yare as pregnant in 
As Art,and praCf ifc.hath inrichc i any 
That wc remember; T here is our Commiffion, 

From which.wc would not hauc you warpe; call hither, 
I fay, bid come before vs Angelo : 

What figure of vs thinke you,be will beare. 

For you muft know, we haue with fpcciall foule 
Eleftedhim our abfence to fupply ; 

Lent him our terror^dreff him with our Iouc, 

And giuen his'Deputation all the Organs 
Of our owne po wre; What thinke you ofit ? 

£fc. If any in V<enna be of worth 
, To vtidergoe fuch ample grace,and honour. 

It is Lord Angelo. 

Enter Angelo. 

Duk. Looke where he comes. 

Ang. Alwayes obedient to your Graces will, 

I come to know your plcafure. 

Duke. Angelo: 

There is a kindc ofCharaCfer in thy life. 

That to th’obferuer, doth thy hiftory 
Fully vnfold: Thy felfe,and thy belongings 
Are not thine ovforic fo proper,as to waftc 
Thy felfe vpon thy vertucsthey on thee • 

Heauen doth with vs, as \vc,with Torches doe, 

Not light them for themfelues: For if our vertucs 

Did not goe for th of vs, ’t were all alike 

As if we had. them not: Spirits arc not finely tonch’d. 

But to fine iflues: nor nature rieucr lends 
Thefnaalleft fcruplc of her excellence. 

But like a thrifty goddefle,0)e determines 
Herfelfetheglory of a creditour. 

Both thanks,and vfe j but I do bend my fpecch' 


To one that can my part in him aduertife; 

Hold therefore Angelo : 

In our remoue,be thou at full,our felfe: 

Mortallitie and Merciein Vienna 

Liue in thy tongue,and heart: Old Efealtu 

Though firft in queltion,is thy fecondary. 

Take thy Commiffion. 

Ang. Now good my Lord 
Let there be fome more teft.made of my mettle. 

Before fo noble, and fo great a figure 
Be ftamp’c vpon it. 

Dnk,•. Nomoreeuafion: 

We haue with a leauen’d,and prepared choice 
Proceeded to you; therefore take your honors: 

Our hafte from hence is of fo quicke condition. 

That it prefers it felfe, and leaues vnqueftion’d 
Matters of needfull value: We flrall write to you 
As time,and our concernings (hall importune. 

How it goes with vs, and doe looke to know 
What doth befall you here. So fare you well: 

To th’hopcfull execution doc I lcauc you, 

Of your Commiffion*. 

Ang. Yet giue leaue (my Lord,) 

That wc may bring you fomeching on the way. 

Du My hafte may not admit it. 

Nor neede you (on mine honor) haue to doe 
With any fcruple: your fcope is as mine owne. 

So to inforce.or qualifie the Lawes 

As to your foule feetnes good: Giue me your hand, 

Iiepriuily away: I loue the people. 

But doe not like to ftage me to their eyes: 

Though it doe well, I doe not rellifti well * 

T heir lowd applaufe,and Aues vehement: 

Nor doe I thinke the man of fafe diferetion 
That do’s affeft it. Once more fare you well, 

Ang. T he heauens giue fafety to your purpofes. 

Efc. Lead forth, and bring you backe in happi- 
neffc. exit. 

Dnk. I thanke you, fare you well. 

Efc. I (hall defire you, Sir.to giue me leaue 
To haue free fpeech with you ; and it concernes me 
To looke into the bottomc of my place; 

A powre I haue, but of what ftrcngtb and nature, 

I am not yet inftrudled. 

AngfT'u fo with me: Let vs with-draw together,! 
Arid we may foone our fatisfaiflion haue 
Touching that point. 

Efc. lie wait vpon your honor. Exeunt. 
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